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The Tndandam carries on its top, a piece of white
cloth called the Jalapavitam from which the Swami's
filter the watei so that they do not harm the living micro
organisms In this connection it may be mentioned that
m Kritayuga, Dattatreya was a Tndandi, as mentioned
in Bhagavatam. There is a mention in the text of
ascetics carrying the Tndandam. Dattatreya was an
incarnation of Sri Maha Vishnu, child of Aditi protecting
the Vedas. There are footsteps of Dattatreya in Melkote.
On account of the persecution of the then rulers of
Tamilnadu, Ramanuja laid down His Tndandam,
removed His Kashaya Vastram (Ochre Robes) in
Snrangam and proceeded to Melkote wearing white
robes lest He should be identified. To regain His
asceticism He is believed to have worshipped the foot
prints of Dattatreya, wore a fresh piece of kashayam and
took the Tndandam after taking a dip in the Dattatreya
Pushkarani.
SANKHA CHAKRAM
The Sankha and Chakra, the religious symbols of
the Sri Vaishnavites, are the sacred weapons of Lord
Vishnu. The Sankha or the Conch has the form of a
multiple spiral evolving from one point into ever
increasing spheres. This symbolises the origin of the
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